Make Money Writing Challenging Crossword Puzzles
Overview

Crosswords are one of the most popular puzzles in the world.  A reported 40 million people in the U.S. solve a crossword every day.  Many major newspapers publish crosswords, and there are entire magazines devoted to them. 
The crossword was first created in England during the 19th century, and patterned after an ancient puzzle form called a word square, which consists of five rows of five-letter words that can each be read forwards, backwards, up and down.  Originally called a “word-cross” puzzle, these puzzles were first published in book form in 1924 by Simon & Schuster, launching a craze that continues to this day.  You can become a part of this stimulating hobby when you write your own crossword puzzles for profit.
What it Pays

Pay rates for the New York Times are $125 for daily 15 x 15 puzzles and $600 for the Sunday edition 21 x 21 puzzle.  The payment for diagramless puzzles is $150, and the rate for cryptics and novelty puzzles is $200.  Crossword puzzle magazine pay rates are usually based on the size of the puzzle.   
Nuts and Bolts

Crossword puzzles follow a complex set of well established rules.  They must fit within one of five grid sizes: 15” x 15”, 17” x 17”, 19” x 19”, 21” x 21”, and 23” X 23”.  Many publications will also accept 13” x 13” and smaller, but 15” x 15” is the most common puzzle size, especially for newspapers that run crosswords.
The placement of black squares within the grid must be diagonally symmetrical.  For example, if there is a black square in the upper left hand corner, there must be one in the bottom right hand corner.  

There are other limitations as well.  Two-letter words are not allowed, and three-letter words may only be included sparingly.  Also, each letter square must be part of words that go both Across and Down.
A good crossword puzzle is challenging and fun to solve, without using words that are too complex or clues that are so obscure few people can figure them out.  About one third of the clues should be rather straightforward (“Great White” for SHARK), while another third should be a clever (“Carries its trunk” for ELEPHANT).  The rest can be a mixture of fill-in-the-blank (“The Empire Strikes _____”), name clues (“Novelist King” is a name clue for STEPHEN), clues for theme words, and so-called “crosswordese”, which includes bizarre clues such as animals, genuses, and weights and measures that are found only in crossword puzzles, and are familiar to longtime crossword enthusiasts.
Every clue must be available in some reference work, whether in print or online.  You can’t make up words. 

What You’ll Write

Theme-based puzzles are becoming increasingly popular these days, an they are fun to create and challenging for crossword lovers to solve.  There is also an advanced type of crossword called diagramless, in which the black squares aren’t filled in and the clue squares aren’t numbered.  Puzzle solvers have to fill in this information themselves, making them very challenging to solve.    
You’ll write crossword puzzles, of course, but you could also branch out into other types of puzzles, such as word searches and sudoku, if you have an interest.  You will write puzzles for newspapers, such as the New York Times or the Washington Post, as well as the many specialty puzzle magazines published each month. 
What it Takes

Crossword puzzles are based on a particular subject, such as a historical figure, an occupation, or a popular TV show, so thorough knowledge of one or more topics will be helpful in helping you formulate puzzles.  This can also make it more fun for the writer.  You can write a crossword puzzle on almost any subject, so a good imagination is also helpful.  Crossword puzzles are the perfect path for those who want to share their love of Aaron Burr or Buffy the Vampire Slayer with the world. 
A crossword writer will also need some crossword puzzle software to help them create puzzles.  You can find many good crossword puzzle creators on the Internet for free, but since you’re writing puzzles for publication you will want to invest in a more robust version that produces professional quality puzzles. A good crossword puzzle dictionary can also come in handy.

You will also need patience, especially in the beginning.  Solving a crossword is one thing, but writing your own can be difficult in the beginning.  But if you stick with it, you’ll soon be writing challenging puzzles that are fun to solve. 

Getting Started

The first thing you should do is get some crossword puzzle software.  There are several good programs available on the Internet that offer a free trial to test them.  Once you become skilled at using the software, it will make creating your puzzles a snap.  You will not be able to create publishable puzzles by hand, and developing words and clues that correspond to the accepted crossword formats is too complex to do on your own. 
Once you’ve got your software, start creating.  Then check out the New York Times and other major newspapers, as well as crossword puzzle magazines, for places to submit your puzzles. 

Additional Resources

Crossword puzzle rules: http://barelybad.com/xwdrules.htm
Crossword Puzzle Creation Software:
Armored Penguin online puzzle generator: http://www.armoredpenguin.com/crossword/
Crossword Express: http://www.crauswords.com/index.html
Crossword Weaver: http://www.crosswordweaver.com
Online crossword puzzle community:

Cruciverb.com Crossword Constructor Community Center: http://www.cruciverb.com
Crossword Publishers:
Penny Press: http://www.pennypress.com
Dell puzzle magazines: http://www.dellmagazines.com
